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IMAC Speaks out for Montessori

in US Government Hearings

On May 12, 1999, Lee Havis testified
in Washington, DC on behalf of the /nter-
national Montessori Accreditation Council
(IMAC). His testimony was given before
an advisory committee of the US Depart-
ment of Education dealing with government
recognition of Montessori accreditation. In
his comments, Havis spoke out for greater

freedom and fairness in the government

regulation and recognition of Montessori
teacher education.

The IMAC agency offers accreditation
services for Montessori teacher education
conducted by the Internaticnal Montessori
Society and other institutions and organi-
zations in the Montessori community. At
the May hearings, Havis specifically op-
posed the US government recognition of
another agency in the same field because
of its adverse effects on IMAC representa-
tion of Montessori education to the general
public. He stated that "government should
not take sides for or against one form of
Montessori certification, accreditation or
philosophy over another in the field".
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MONTESSORI

CONFERENCES

Creating the New Education

Inner Preparation for Montessori teaching

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
July 17-18, 1999

Singapore
July 24-25, 1999

Austin, Texas
Sept. 11-12, 1999

Register 8 weeks before conference
date for maximum discount
$130/member  $170/regular

For full cost and registration details,
contact: IMS, 912 Thayer Ave., #207,
Silver Spring, MD 20910. Tel. (301) 589-
1127.

Visiting a Montessori school in La Salle, Quebec, after the conference in Montreal, Canada.
From left — classroom teacher, Jeannette Kechichian, Anne Mansour (school director) and Lee Havis.

Montessori Conference in Montreal, Canada

On April 17-18, 1899, the Society held
its latest “Creating the New Education"
conference in Montreal, Canada. Jean-
nete Kechichian, director of Ecole Mon-
tessori International (Montreal) provided
local support and coordination for this first
ever IMS Montessori conference in Can-
ada.  Participating were teachers and
parents from the Canadian provinces of
Quebec and Ontario, and from the United
States, the states of New Hampshire, New
York, Massachusetts, Maryland and North
Carolina.

As always, Lee Havis, IMS executive
director, led the group discussion at the
conference through a careful analysis of
common misbehavior situations with chil-
dren — to show how the “normalized” child
will indeed emerge from our being commit-
ted to Montessori principles. The confer-
ence provided many illustrations, examples
and scenarios to visualize and illustrate the
Montessori approach of "control the envi-
ronment, not the child".

Participants  specifically considered
such issues as misuse of materials, fan-
tasy, dependency, negativity, social disor-
der, inattention and violence in children. In
addition, a special observation exercise
was employed to help participants more
directly experience the use and power of
this important Montessori principle with
children.
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The conference discussion particularly
emphasized the difficult problem of remov-
ing the adult personality as a detrimental
influence in the child's environment. Havis
stated that "our personality usually ex-
presses itself around one of two extreme
poles of dysfunctional activity with children,
either ‘negativity’ or ‘abandonment’. How-
ever, Montessori teaching is completely
separate and apart from this dysfunctional
bi-polar way of being. Montessori teaching
is a third pole of adult activity which aims
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TRUST TUTORING
New Opening in California

Since 1992, TRUST TUTORING has been
applying Montessori principles to help
students learn more effectively at home
through a supervised program of one-to-
one instruction. This in-home tutoring
program provides a study skill approach
to learning, and has proven adaptable to
a wide range of ages and subjects. It has
been gradually expanding its operation in
the mid-Atlantic region of the United
States to include a network of regional
directors who provide the necessary con-
tracting with clients and supervision of
tutors in their local area.
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MATURITY

by Lee Havis

This commentary revisits this subject which was first
considered in the Observer in May. 1989, Vol X, No. 3

“...humanity is still far from the stage of
maturity needed for the realization of its as-
pirations, for the construction, that is, of a
harmonious and peaceful society and the
elimination of wars.”

Dr. Maria Montessori
from Absorbent Mind, p.3
Dr. Montessori recognized the great
need for a higher level of maturity in hu-
manity — to overcome the many obsta-
cles to a true normal peace and harmony
in the world.  Her response to this vital
need was a new education for children —
to allow their true normal nature to fully
emerge with such amazingly mature
qualities as order, attachment to reality,
spontaneous self-discipline, and complete
harmony with the entire environment.
However, creating such a new education
requires us to assist an adult undergo a
very delicate and demanding type of inner
preparation.

To Assist an Adult

“To assist an adult we must help him un-
tangle a skein of complex adaptations that
have been made over a long period of time.
To assist a child we must provide him with
an environment which will enable him to de-
velop freely.”

Dr. Maria Montessori
from Secret of Childhood, p.110

Montessori teacher preparation aims
primarily to assist an adult work through
and resolve many complex and deep
seated patterns of fear, illusion and
prejudice within oneself Such inner
preparation must confront and correct
hidden flaws and unknown errors which
have been built up and fixed in our per-
sonality since childhood. Montessori
teaching therefore requires a very mature
and sophisticated response to children —
to restrain our ordinary impulses to either
judgmentally blame a misbehaving child
or abandon the child to various forms of
fantasy play during its most delicate pe-
riod of early childhood life.

Delicate Period of Life
“the period of life during which the body
aftains maturity is, in fact, a delicate one "
Dr. Maria Montessori
from From Child. to Adolescence, p.63
Before the age of about six, the young
child matures through a series of delicate
internal changes which will ultimately
determine its essential personality for life.
During these early years, the child needs
a most positive, supportive environment,
to assure its full and free normal growth

and development thereafter.  Without
such a “normalizing” environment, the
young child tends to mature in an abnor-
mal manner — to eventually become a
great danger to the progress and safety of
mankind.

Great Danger
“This is the great danger of mankind. The
child who is not protected with a view to his
normal formation will later avenge himself on
society by means of the child who is formed by
him.”
Dr. Maria Montessori
from Absorbent Mind, p.78
Ordinary education seriously endan-

- gers the child's normal path of develop-

ment — by disregarding its inborn needs
for self-directed activity in the environ-
ment according to basic laws of life.
Teacher-controlled curriculum, grades,
fantasy play and group instruction all
work against this normal path of matura-
tion. This type of traditional education
may allow the child to mature in a physi-
cal sense, but its repressive spiritual envi-
ronment will fundamentally retard the
growth of more important inner qualities
of spirit and character.

Spiritual Environment
“A man can grow and reach maturity within
a spiritual environment that is really not his
own. He lives shut out from the paradise
that should have been his.”
Dr. Maria Montessori
from Secret of Childhood, p.46-47

Only a positive and supportive spiri-
tual environment during the early years
will lay the proper foundation for full ma-
turity in later life.  The young child in this
formative period instinctively acquires
such vital normal qualities as inner peace,
emotional balance, order and harmony
with others — through the working of its
amazing “absorbent mind”. Likewise, a
hostile environment during this critical
time will lead the child away from normal
development — towards a pattern of de-
ceit and illusion which is readily rein-
forced and strengthened in later adult life.

Deceit
“Deceit is an intellectual phenomenon that
appears in childhood, but which becomes
organized with maturity.”
Dr. Maria Montessori
from Secret of Childhood, p.175
The young child will naturally react in
a deceitful, defensive manner to the im-
positicn of adult control and manipulation.
Such traditional teaching, based entirely
on an adult-centered curriculum, tends to
divert and retard the child's normal path
towards a truly mature character and per-
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sonality. Here the child is compelled to
learn by listening to words, rather than
through a direct experience of the natural
order of physical reality.

Listening to Words
“.listening to words does not make a
man. Only practical work and experience
lead the young to maturity.”
Dr. Maria Montessori
from Absorbent Mind, p.22
Young children cannot normally ma-
ture by just listening to words of lecture
and explanation from the teacher. Such a
traditional approach to education distracts
the child's attention towards the imper-
fect, limited reality of the adult personal-
ity. Immature minds particularly need a
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Yoment of flecil

by Lee Havis

TIME OUT

The teacher here uses a form of “time
out" to stop children from misbehaving —
requiring that they sit in a chair by them-
selves for a while, to reflect on proper be-
havior in the classroom.  Although this
seems to solve the short term misbehav-
ior, the long-term harm is to create in the
children a negative dependency on the
adult's position of authority and control.
(see Observer, March, 1999). Indeed,
this time out action does draw undue at-
tention to the child’'s misbehavior — the
“adult personality” here being the primary
detrimental influence at cause in the envi-
ronment.

; Since time out is not really consistent

| with the approach of “control the environ-

| ment, not the child’, the teacher should
find another more suitable way to help the
child regain its self-control and proper
normal functioning in the classroom. A
more effective Montessori response would
be to act indirectly in the child's environ-
ment — to intervene with some friendly,
positive distraction away from the scene
of misbehavior and disorder.

Sometimes, a simple question or invi-
tation to clean up a work space, throw
away some trash, or return materials to
the shelf, may be quite sufficient to re-
direct the child to more normal behavior.
Regardless of its particular form, the
teacher's distracting interference will cer-
tainly tend to stop the negative behavior
in this moment of peril — and open up an
opportunity for more concentrated goal-

—————directed activity elsewhere in the envi-
ronment. Such concentrated work —
not sitting in a chair under a teacher-
directed time out — is the real way to re-
turn the child to its own proper path of
normal development.

Adult Control

The Montessori teacher has a class-
room assistant who tends to speak in a
loud, accusatory tone with misbehaving
children — frequently interrupting and
correcting them in the typical manner of
traditional teaching. Although the assis-
tant states that she is willing and eager to
learn better Montessori teaching skills,
she does not follow the direction and
good example of the lead teacher to any
significant extent.  What to do?

Answer in Observer, September, 1999

Maturity

Montessori Qbserver. May. 1999
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direct sensory experience of reality if they
are to grow beyond the limited mind-set,
rules and opinions of ordinary adult soci-
ety.

Immature Minds
“Credulity is, indeed, a charactenstic of
immature minds which lack the experiences
and knowledge of realities.”
Dr. Maria Montessori
from Spontaneous Act. in Ed., p.259
Traditional education tends to main-
tain the immature minds of young chil-
dren in a retarded state of development
— bound to the limited perspective of the
controlling adult personality. The ordinary
child is thereby denied the opportunity of
developing through its own direct experi-
ence of the physical laws of nature. By
contrast, Montessori teaching directs the
child's attention towards the more objec-
tive reality of a well-prepared arrange-
ment of physical objects in the environ-
ment.

Environment
“...environment has a dominant part to play
in the process of maturation.”
Dr. Maria Montessori
from Absorbent Mind, p.95
Montessori teaching aims to create an
environment which is consistent with the
order of nature as represented by such
fundamental principles as (1)
“Observation”, (2) “Individual Liberty"; and
(3) “Preparation of the Environment".
These three Montessori principles guide
the teacher to “confrol the environment,
not the child" — to allow the child to ma-
ture according to its own individual path
of self-creative development. Adults are
then acting as a force of nature — to re-
move the detrimental influences of the
environment through the guiding influence
of the three Montessori principles.

Adults

“.adults are also a part of a child’s envi-
ronment...They should not carry out for him
those activities by means of which a child
reaches maturify.”

Dr. Maria Montessori
from Secret of Childhood, p.110
Montessori  education seeks to re-
move all detrimental influences from
around the individual child — including,
most prominently, the negative and de-
structive effects of one's own personal
presence.  Adults must therefore care-
fully control their own personality expres-
sion with children — to restrain those
various negative and thoughtless words
and actions which so fundamentally con-
flict with the child's own true normal de-
velopment. Such Montessori teaching
can only then reveal the obvious truth of
our normal being in harmony with by the
absolute and eternal laws of nature.
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An Obvious Truth

‘A kind of internal maturity must come
about...When an obvious truth cannot be
seen we must retire and leave the individual
to mature. A struggle ‘to bring about per-
ception of evidence’ would be bitter and ex-
hausting.”

Dr. Maria Montessori
from Spontaneous Act. in Ed., p.237
The obvious truth of the normalized
child is ordinarily hidden by the many
camouflages and conventions of ordinary
society — a retarded state of awareness
which is deeply enmeshed in the human
personality. Such a limited perception is
associated with unknown inner errors
which persist at the unconscious level to
deter our clear vision of any new creative
alternative to the habits and prejudices of
the past. We must therefore carefully
prepare our spirit and intelligence to no-
tice and overcome these elusive inner
obstacles — to prepare ourselves within
to discover the reality of the child's true
nature.

Spirit and Intelligence
“..men do not produce with their feet and

their bodies, but with their spint and intelli-
gence, and when these shall have reached
the level of development that is proper to
them, then all our ‘insoluble problems’ will
have become solved.”

Dr. Maria Montessori

from Absorbent Mind, p.285

Time, experience and age alone can-
not completely mature our Montessori
teaching skills with children. Rather, we
must engage in the precise and challeng-
ing work of inner preparation — to con-
stantly expand our spirit and direct our
intelligence to discover and correct those
unknown inner errors which can so easily
blind us to the reality of the normalized
child. Only then can we begin to see
how to translate Dr. Montessori's great
vision of a new education into actual
practice — to free the child to create the
new higher level of maturity which is truly
proper to the human personality.

Positions
®9P1c[cements

Montessori Teachers: primary and
toddler. For non-profit parent board school
occupying three buildings in a country set-
ting. Experience preferred. Contact: Cathy
Billone, Brendon Montessori School, Rt.
55 and Rt. 82, LaGrangeville, NY 12540,
tel. 914-223-3783: 914-227-5535 (fax)
www.brendon-montessori.org




aw ‘bupdg Jenis
G/BE "ON lwiad
aivd
afeisod 's'n
“Bug oud-uon

oN XX i

6661 ‘Aely

paisanba. 101102.4100 SS24PPY

01602 P ‘Bunidg JoA|IS « “oAY JoARYL 216

JdIAIISHO

1LIOSS2JUOJN Y [

IMAC SDFAKS OUT contd. from Page 1, Col. 1

Havis testified that the other agency
failed to substantially comply with the
applicable government criteria for recog-
nition. He stated that “Department crite-
ria require that a recognized agency have
a purpose of obtaining federal funds.
However, only a single institution has ever
obtained any such funds through this
other agency. Even then, the amount was
extremely small, after a period of several
years with no funds drawn out at all.
Recognition of this other agency should
therefore be withdrawn as having no
proper purpose.”

He also pointed out that the other
agency was failing to meet Department
criteria because of a serious conflict of
interest in the composition and operation
of its major decision-making body. Also
noted were misleading representations to

-the general public, tack of consultation

with IMAC, and absence of reliable and
appropriate Montessor standards.

Following a staff presentation and
discussion of these issues, the Advisory
panel recommended to continue recogni-
tion of the other agency for a period of
four more years — but only to the extent
of two of its five review committees. It
also recommended to require the agency
to submit an interim report by May 13,
2000, demonstrating that it has fully ad-
dressed all the issues cited by the De-
partment staff analysis.

After the hearing, Havis pledged to
keep monitoring the other agency, and
working to correct the problems of inap-
propriate recognition and regulation of
Montessor education. He also reaffirmed
that IMAC will continue to work in all ways
possible to improve the accreditation and

quality of teacher education throughout
the entire Montessori community.

For more information on the matter of
Montessori accreditation, contact: IMAC,
912 Thayer Ave., #207, Silver Spring, MD
20910 USA. Tel. (301) 589-1127.

Montessori Conference

in Montreal, Canada
Cont'd. from Page 1, Col. 3

to indirectly attract the unnormalized child
towards some constructive activity in the
present moment — a way of being that is
a very positive and connected approach to
the child.”

Before the conference, Havis and

Jeannette Kechichian-met with -Neushig -

Eloyan, a leading member of the Mont-
real City Council — to discuss the Soci-
ety's concerns and interests in expanding
the availability and quality of Montessori
education in the region. The need for
more substantial Montessori teacher edu-
cation was given particular attention.

After the conference, Havis visited
several nearby Montessori schools — to
become better acquainted with the needs
and interests of the local Montessori
community. He stated that “the Society is
committed to support and cooperate with
the growing interests and development of
Montessori education in Canada. | hope
we can follow up this first successful
conference with others in the future. Per-
haps we can even establish a more per-
manent presence of Montessori teacher
education in the region.”

Trust Tutoring
Cont'd. from Page 1, Col. 3

In Spring, 1999, TRUST TUTORING ex-
tended its program operation to the state
of California. Debbie Amoroso (Rialto,
CA) has now been certified by TRUST
TuTorING to administer the special
“Evaluation of Basic Skills" testing — and
to serve as the first regional director for
TRUST TUTORING in the state. Lee Havis,
overall program director, will use com-
puter telecommunications technology
from his office near Washington, DC to
provide the necessary long-distance sup-
port for program operation in California
and elsewhere outside the mid-Atlantic
area.

Havis noted that “our program helps
children overcome many problems en-
countered in the traditional school class-
room — by providing a structured plan of
study that supports regular daily study
and learning in the subject areas at issue.
It brings Montessori principles to bear in a
diversity of situations which touch the
lives of many teachers, school officials
and parents involved with the students in
our program. In California, we will dem-
onstrate our ability to successfully operate
at a considerable distance from our main
offices — without sacrificing quality or our
commitment to Montessori principles.”

TRUST TUTORING is sponsored by the
International Montessori Trust and em-
ploys a study skill approach and special
evaluation testing in every situation. The
testing materials may be purchased sepa-
rately from TRUST TUTORING. For more
information, contact: TRUST TUTORING,
912 Thayer Ave. #205, Silver Spring,
Maryland 20910, USA. Tel. (301) 589-
0733.




