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Montessori in

New Zealand
The New Plymouth Montessori Asso-
ciation (New Plymouth, New Zealand)
publishes a newsletter about its own
school program and other activities
concerning Montessori education in New

___Zealand. Jill Chivers, National Coordina-

tor of the Association, has recently
expressed her special interest in ex-
changing information with Montessori
schools in other countries. She states
that “ . . we are so very isolated here
in New Zealand, please could you make
a special effort to send a note or a news-
letter of your own in return for our
news?”

To exchange school information, con-
tact: Jill Chivers, New Plymouth Mon-
tessori Association, P.O. Box 392, New
Plymouth, New Zealand.

Montessori Challenged
in Massachusetts

The Montessori Association of New
England (MANE) recently reported the
“shocking news” that the Massachusetts
Office for Children is planning to toughen
enforcement of its regulation of Mon-
tessori schools in the state. MANE has
urged that the state Montessori com-
munity “let it be known that we have a
serious problem with the regulations
in relation to staff/group ratios, age
groupings, and other issues which make
it difficult to operate as a Montessori
school.”

MANE notes that an organizational
effort among Montessori school admin-
istrators is underway to ‘deny the
Commonwealth regulatory jurisdiction
over Montessori schools under the Office
for Children.” For further information,
contact: MANE, c/o Martha Logue,
130 Pleasant St., Lexington, MA 02177.

REMINDER

To make sure that you keep
receiving your Montessori Observer
newsletter, please renew your mem-
bership subscription promptly. The
expiration date of your member-
ship should be clearly visible on
the mailing label.

Elementary Montessori by Independent Study

IMS now plans to aid the development
of Montessori education for the 6 - 12
year old child through a unique inde-
pendent study format. The “IMS Mon-
tessori Elementary Independent Study
Course” consists of a sequence of nine-
teen (19) lessons, with twelve (12) hours
of classroom observation, which aims to
prepare Montessori primary trained teach-
ers to effectively apply the three Mon-
tessori principles, i.e., ‘“Observation”,
“Individual Liberty” and “Preparation
of the Environment” - with the elemen-
tary aged child.

In this new IMS course, the student
follows directions in the IMS Elementary
Study Guide to complete assignments in
Montessori Principles, Observation, Child
Development and Introduction to Mon-
tessori Materials. IMS commentary in
the study guide is supplemented by
specific reading assignments in various
Montessori elementary texts which are
included in the cost of the course.

All assignments are completed at the
student’s own residence in conjunction
with a nearby Montessori school. The
following components are included:

Montessori Principles

This component consists of seven (7)
separate lessons directed to Montessori
principles as applied to the elementary

Children’s program at the Loving Tender Care Montessori
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child. For each lesson, the student
submits a written assignment to IMS
based on study of the subject matter
in the study guide and the assigned
portions of the required texts. IMS
provides a detailed response to each
assignment to clarify and refine the
student’s remarks. Specific lessons are:

The New Education

Cosmic Education

Ordering the Mind

The Outgoing Child

Role of the Teacher

Montessori Elementary Environment
Erdkinder and Beyond

Mootk

Observation

Four visits to a Montessori classroom
(12 hours total) are required in this
component. During each visit, the
student observes the classroom for a
three hour period according to a specific
format which aims to uncover certain
essential aspects of the nature of the
elementary aged child. Written reports
are submitted and evaluated by IMS.
Observation formats are: Physical
Environment, Child Comparison, The
Teacher,  Teacher/Child Engagement,
Child/Environment Engagement, and

Total Classroom.
Cont'd on Page 4, Col. 1

School (Warren, M) - See Article, Page 3



Self-Image

The Cosmic Message -

“Old one,” spoke the youth, ‘‘Change
says ‘I WILL BE,” and Form says ‘I AM.’
What is it that TRUTH says?”

“Listen.”, whispered the old one.

And TRUTH spoke in the young one’s
heart. His eyes met those of the old one.
And they both were filled with joy.

From the Ascender,
Vol. 1, No. 1, Spring 1982

“Self-Image™ - the perception of one’s
“self*—=

as either Form (“I AM ..
(“I WILL BE . . .”). Although “self-
image” is a common subject for con-
sideration among educators and psy-
chologists, the fundamental truth beyond

such a concept is seldom confronted.

.”) or Change

The “Positive” Self-Image

Many parents and teachers consider

“positive” self-image as the foremost
essential for a child’s successful develop-
ment in society. For example, it is
commonly believed that a “positive”
self-image (“I AM . . . worthy; powerful;
socially acceptable”) is vital to instill
in young children.

“IWILLBE...”

In Montessori education, “self-image”
has typically been associated with a
process of change (“I WILL BE . . .”).
For example, Dr. Montessori spoke of
the child “creating the man he will
"become” and the Montessori teacher
as engaged in a process of “self-per-
_fectionment”. However, Dr. Montessori

‘been viewed

Observation

“Observation” - as a Montessori
principle - aims to reveal those aspects
in the child’s environment which deter
the expression of the child’s true nature.
Foremost among the detrimental in-
fluences which tend to persist in the
child’s environment is the teacher’s
“personality’’; i.e., the teacher’s entire
system of beliefs, thoughts, judgments,
opinions and feelings. At the core of
such “‘personality” lies the teacher’s
own “self-image”; a perception of “self”
hidden deeply within one’s belief system,
covered by layers of unconsciousness.
One’s attachment to such “self-lmage

readily -persistswithin the massive-dedxi-

mental conditions of adult society.

The Little Individual

In the face of atomic holocaust and
massively destructive forces in society,
the adult’s traditional “self-image” is
that of a “little 'individual” - a relatively
insignificant part of the total evolu-
tionary functioning of mankind. Thus
R. Buckminster Fuller views the funda-
mental dilemma of modern man as
“the greatest of problems ever to con-
front humanity - What can the little
individual human do about the supra-
national corporate power structures and
their seemingly ungovernable capability
to corrupt?” (The Review, Nov./Dec.
1982, p.4) Such a fundamental dilemma
is not effectively engaged from the
perspective of one’s “self-image”.

Resolving the Dilemma

Any “self-image” based on form,
regardless of how praiseworthy and
noble, presents the individual as a fixed
part of the existing structure of society.

=

IMS Montessori
School Membership

Is your school committed to the
effective application of Montessori prin-
ciples? If so, IMS invites you to publicly
acknowledge this commitment through
IMS Montessori school membership.
For an annual fee of $45.00, your school
receives a certificate of membershipand
listing in the IMS Membership Directory.
Additional benefits include:

1. One-year subscription to “Mont-
essori Observer”;
20% discount on all IMS Mont-
essori publications;
10% discount on outdoor activity
equipment;
Free issues of IMS “Montessori
News” for distribution to parents;
“Montessori’” bumper sticker;

. and much more.

LA N

Send fee with response form to apply
or write directly to:

IMS, 912 Thayer Ave.

\__Silver Spring, MD 20910 =/

Look for the
January Observer
featuring

TIME
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published by
INTERNATIONAL MONTESSORI SOCIETY
912 Thayer Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20210
(301) 589-1127

Lee Havis, Executive Director

The Montessort Observer is mailed eight times each year to
IMS members throughout the world. The Observer is sent
during the following months: Jan., Feb., March, April, May,
Sept.. Oct., and Nov. The purpose of this publication is to pro-
vide news apd information about the development of Mo

clearly recognized a great truth even
beyond the “self” as a process of change:
“ . . . one day as I looked upon the
children with great respect and affection,
I placed my hand upon my heart and
asked ‘Who are you?’” (The Secret of
Childhood, 1981 ed., p. 115).

“Who are You?”

Dr. Montessori’s discovery of a deep
experience of awe and creative empower-
ment with children was a result of her
superb ability to observe. Montessori
teachers aim to re-create Dr. Montessori’s
mysterious experience of the child’s
true nature in the classroom by applying
three specific principles: (1) “Observa-
tion”, (2) “Individual Liberty”, and (3)
“Preparation of the Environment”. Nota-
bly, Montessori teachers aim to observe
the children as their primary classroom
function.

Such a fixed position, in effect, creates
the very opposing positions which one
seeks to deter. “Self-image” based on
change, forever in process towards
a state of being which is never fully
realized, fails to address the present
moment where one’s true experiences
occur. To effectively engage the funda-
mental dilemma of life, “self-image”
must be transcended by the creative
power uniquely within the individual.

The Creative Ability
A quality unique to the “little in-
dividual” is the ability to create - to
allow something into existence, now,
from nothing. Such creative power -
e.g., to create an entirely “new reality”
regardless of external circumstances -
is normally hidden by one’s tendency
to react to circumstances according
to “conditioned reflexes”.
Cont’d on Page 3, Col. 2
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sori education to extend awareness of Montessori principles
and promote harmony within the Montessori community.

INTERNATIONAL MONTESSORI SOCIETY

The International Montessoti Society is sponsored by
Educational Services, Ine., a non-profit corporation or-
ganmized in Marvland, US. A, The purpose of IMS is to
support the effective application of Montessori principles
throughout the world.

IMS ADVISORY BOARD
Elizabeth Hainstock, Educator, Aulhor
Romalda Spalding, Reading Speci
Dr. Arthur Jano\', Psychuiogast
Dr. R. Orin Cornett, Rescarch Professor

SUBSCRIPTION
Subscription to this publication may be obtained by re-
questing IMS membership which is open toall individuals for
a $15 yearly fee. IMS school membersalso rl:oent a subscr:pllon
to the Observer. Complete the L ion form
to obtain an individual subseription and other benefits of IMS
membership.

ADVERTISING

Advertising space is available for services and products re-
lating to Montessori education. Marketplace ads are $7/ line.
Position and Placement ads are $10 each and will be set and
edited by us to conform to space requirements. Write for our
advertising outline for rates and other information about de-
sign advertising.

B 1982, International Montessori Socicty



votencermnent

The Montessori Association of New England
(MANE) will sponsor a workshop on Jan. 4,
1983, 1 - 4 pm, in Scituate, MA. Fee is $20
(MANE members); $25 (non-members). Work-
shop theme is “‘Learning Styles: What are
the Implications for educators?”. Dr. Anthony
Gregore, author of the book An Adult's Guide
to Style will conduct the session. For further
information, contact: Charles Terranova,
Montessori Community School, 136 Cornet
Stetson Rd., Scituate, MA 02066; (607)
545 - 9628.

NCAKE, Northemn California Kodaly Educa-

tors, are planning a series of meetings for the
1982 - 83 school year. The Jan. 29, 1983
meeting will present a collage of songs and
canons. For further information, contact:
Martha Wall, President, 115 Leland Way,
Tiburon, CA 94920 or Nancie Kester, Past

The Organization of American Kodaly Educa-
tors (OAKE) will hold their 1983 Conference
March 10 -13, 1983 in Seattle, WA. Theme
of the conference will be “Into the Next
Century’. For further information, contact:
Kathryn Piemke, 607 Follow Through, Yakima,
WA 98901.
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Compaton in the Classoon
Teachihg how to program a computer

. helps the child participate activaly
in his modern environment

. developa thinking skills

. practices reading, writing, arithmetic

- intr ad i math L]

The material

= PAper
Computer
simulator
. teaches programming in BASIC
« is developed lor the Montessor: claas
. helpa the child to “underatand by doing"
» puts the child in the role of. being the
computer and Carrying out the programs
+ conaiste of 135 cards, 5x8",containing
command descriptions, programs,assign-
ments and forms, plus 2 l5-page manual
for the teacher without prior computer
experience
. costs $5 10 plus § 2 ashipping
Urder from:
mMontessori School of McLean, (703} 790-1049
1711 Kirby Road, McLean, Va. 22101
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_The Final Exam...

R. Buckminster Fuller, noted inventor
and supporter of Montessori education,
recently noted his view of humanity
as presently engaged in a “final exam”
with regards to its continued existence
on Earth. In The Review (Nov./Dec.,
1982) he stated that “The present evolu-
tionary crises of humans on planet
Earth is that of a final examination
for their continuance in Universe. It
is not an examination of political, econo-
mic, or religious systems, but of the
integrity of each and all individual
humans’ responsible thinking and un-
selfish response to the acceleration in
evolution’s evermore unprecedented
events . . . Careless unchallenged per-
sistence of a myraid of . . . misinformed
brain reflexings of the masses will signal
such lack of people’s integrity as to
call for the disqualification of humanity
and its elimination by atomic holocast.”

Self-lmage
Cont'd from Page 2, Col. 2

Conditioned Reflexes

From one’s individual perspective, the
major barrier in society to realizing
one’s creative power is one’s “ . . . un-
coped-with, obsoletely conditioned re-
flexes.” (Fuller, The Review, Nov./Dec.,
1982, p.5). One tends to react to cir-
cumstances, e.g., status, attitude, physical
surroundings, without even considering
that such circumstances per se have no
power whatsoever. The apparent power
of circumstances lies in our responses -
our relationship - to such circumstances.

Relating to Circumstances

Circumstances per se have no in-
herent significance or value whatsoever.
The value of a circumstance lies com-
pletely within one’s own individual
power. Even the most apparently in-
significant of events, e.g., picking up a
piece of paper off the floor, becomes
valuable as a result of one’s relation
to that event. Realizing one’s inherent
power, at every moment of time, re-
gardless of circumstances, is an experi-
ence of one’s true, transcendent ‘“‘self”.

The Transcendent Self

The experience of one’s true “self”
transcends time/space limitations and
does not persist. Such an experience
can only be created in the present mo-
ment. External circumstances, con-
trary to one’s ‘“transcendent self”,
are necessary to enable one to experi-
ence this reality; e.g., “sadness” enables
the experience of “joy”; knowledge
of “pain” gives meaning and value to
the experience of “pleasure”. Ultimately,
one’s “self-image” enables the experience
of one’s “transcendent self”.

On Guard in Maine

Guardians of Education for Maine
(GEM) is an organization fighting at-
tempts by the State Dept. of Ed. and the
Legislature to take over all private,
Christian, and home schools in the
state of Maine by “updating archaic
language™ of the Education Laws. In
spite of GEM’s efforts new legislation
has increased the penalties for Truancy
to up to $500 and a requirement that
the offender undergo counseling. GEM’s
efforts did succeed in removing the
word “approved” from the require-
ments for Correspondence Schools. How-
ever, GEM feels all who care about
non-public education should watch legis-
lative developments for further encroach-
ments on their freedoms. Call or write
Mrs. Bettina Dobbs, Cushing, Maine
04563; (207) 354 - 6336 for further
information.

Reprinted from National Coalition News
(Oct. 1982, Vol. V, No. 20), newsletter of
the National Coalition of Alternative Com-
munity Schools, (Ann Arbor, MI).
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Positions
&9Plcrcements

ri El tary Teachers (9 - 12)
trained elementary teacher for 1983. School
is ten years old. Has three 3 - 6 classes, transi-
tional class and two 6 - 9 classes. Call or
send resume to Sr. Deanna, Montessori Child
Development Center, 620 Elizabeth St.,
Denver, CO 80206. (303) 333 - 9478.

Instructors: Cultural Subjects, Language,
Kodaly Music. For IMS Elementary materials
workshop. Summer, 1983, 1984, Send resume
to: IMS, 912 Thayer Ave., Silver Spring, MD
20910.

IMS Member Schools

Warren, MI

The Loving Tender Care Montessori
School provides a full-day program for
children ages 2 - 6, 8:30 - 3:30 daily.
Mrs. Jacob, the school owner, notes
that “our ultimate goal for the very
near future . . . is to purchase and open
a complete School of our own and have
Elementary as well as Primary.”

A special feature at this school in-
cludes various children’s programs for
parents given by the children them-
selves throughout the year. Mrs. Jacob
states that “These and other occasions
are also Video Taped and shown at a
later date to the parents and children.
The response and enthusiasm to these
programs and tapes are so remarkable
sometimes we have as much as four to
five hundred people attend.”

For further information, contact:
Mrs. Jacob, Loving Tender Care Montes-
sori School, 29500 Westbrook (Wildwood
School), Warren, MI = 48092, (313)
979 - 5166.

Little Rock, AR

The Little Rock Montessori School is
under the direction of Marsha Spears.
This IMS school serves children from
12 months to six years of age. The daily
schedule provides both full day and half
day sessions, with extended day care
hours 7:15 am - 6:00 pm.

The school’s “Infant/Toddler” pro-
gram has fourteen children enrolled
ranging in age from 12 months to 2%
years of age. Mrs. Spears notes that
“Their sense of order is extremely rigid
and they are eager to learn to manage
their environment and physical needs
independently . . . walking on the line,
tumbling, simple exercises and an indoor
climbing gym answers the need for
movement that is so important to these
children.”

For further information, contact:
Marsha Spears, Little Rock Montessori
School, 3704 Woodland Heights Rd.,
Little Rock, AR 72212, (501) 664-4815.
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International Montessori Society

Independent Study Courses

Practical knowledge of Montessori principles for home and classroom use.

Write or call for course
catalog, enrollment and
tuition information to:

International Montessori Society
912 Thayer Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
(301) 589 - 1127

Lee Havis, Director

Course features include:

Elementary Level (6 — 12)
o Credit towards IMS Montessori elemen-
tary cextification
219 lessons in: Montessori Principles,
Obsexvation, Child Development, and
Montessori elementary materials
o All assignments sent through mail

¢ IMS Elementary Study Guide and
required texts

* Montessori classroom observations

Course features include:

®22 lessons in: Montessori Prineciples,

o All assignments
¢ IMS Primary Study Guide and required

Primary Level (2 — 6)

s Credit towards IMS Montessori primary
certification

Observation, Child Development,
Montessori primary materials

through mail

and

sent

Montessori texts

» Montessori classroom observations

Elementary Montessori
Cont’d from Page 1, Col, 3

materials in four separate lessons, A

This component consists of four
separate lessons to examine the charac-
teristics and unique nature of the 6 - 12
year old child. Development of per-
sonality and social relationships are
specific areas considered. Two of the
lessons relate specifically to the manage-
ment of misbehavior in a Montessori
elementary classroom environment. For
each lesson, the student completes a
written assignment and receives’ IMS
response and commentary with regard
to the student’s remarks. Specific lessons
are:

Child’s Life in Society

The Elementary Child
Classroom Management
Classroom M nt Practi

Rppr

Introduction to Montessori Materials
This component examines the use
and purpose of Montessori elementary

elementary teach training - Materials

specific written assignment for each
lesson enables the student to -clarify
and explore certain of the critical aspects
of each of the various areas of the Mon-
tessori elementary curriculum. “Music”
is considered in a separate lesson ac-
cording to the Kodaly approach. The
four lessons are:

1. Cultural Subjects 3. Language
2. Math 4, Music

Certification and Credit

Students completing this independent
study course receive an acknowledgement
of such completion valid for five years
as satisfactory completion of Phase I
of the IMS Elementary Montessori
Teacher Training Program for certifica-
tion. Thus students completing this
independent study course are eligible
to participate in subsequent phases of
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Workshop (Phase II); Individual Research
(Phase III); and Final Evaluation Period
(Phase IV).

Admission Policy

Admission is open to all individuals
having certification from a Montessori
primary teacher training program. Prac-
tical Montessori teaching experience is
preferred.

Enrollment Procedures

Enrollment procedures include com-
pletion of an application form and
submittal of registration fee with official
college transcripts. Enrollment is open
at all times.

Send request for catalog, tuition and
program information to: IMS, 912
Thayer Ave., Silver Spring, MD 20910.
Upon enrollment, the student will receive
the IMS Elementary Study Guide and
required texts to begin the course.



