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Creating an IMS
Teacher Training Center

IMS is now receiving inquiries
about establishment and opera-
tion of IMS teacher training cen-

~——ters—in-various locations through-

out North America. The unique
IMS affiliation program supports
the development and successful
operation of training centers by
providing IMS primary and ele-
mentary course curriculum guides,
recognition, certification and other
support services under terms and
conditions specified in a written
affiliation agreement. An IMS
training center in your area is the
essential basis for assuring a de-
pendable source of qualified Mon-
tessori teachers to meet the con-
tinuing and growing need of the
local Montessori community.
Interested individuals and
groups are invited to apply to es-
tablish an IMS training center in
areas not presently served by IMS
affiliates. Complete the Reader
Response form for further details
and an appllcatlon

Montessori Observer
Eight Issues Per Year

Montessori schools in North
America and IMS members
throughout the world will now re-
ceive the Montessori Observer
eight times each year. The Ob-
server will be sent during the fol-
lowing months: Jan., Feb., March,
April, May, Sept., Oct., and Nov.

This frequent mailing schedule
will enable IMS to keep the Mon-
tessori community currently ad-
vised with respect to the latest
events and the rapid development
of Montessori education through-
out the world.

Blanéhe Af'rshu!er, Kodaly mdsic instructor
of IMS elementary teacher training course
(and child).

Kodaly Music Featured

A special feature of the 1980-81
IMS elementary training program
is a Kodaly music component con-
ducted by Blanche Altshuler.

The Kodaly approach developed,
like the Montessori method in the
early 1900’s, from observation of
the natural tendencies and devel-
opment of young children. Since
this approach is consistent with
cosmic education and Montessori
principles, the materials and les-
sons of the Kodaly method provide
a basic guidance and support for
the presentation of music in the
Montessori elementary environ-
ment.

The Kodaly approach is a result
of the research of Zoltan Kodaly, a
Hungarian music educator and
composer, who sought a means of
music instruction to enable all
children to acquire a basic music
literacy. Kodaly’s research re-
vealed certain tonal patterns and
relationships common to simple
folk songs and chants of children
throughout the world. Kodaly’s
elaboration and development of
this common natural music know-
ledge has gradually come to be
recognized as the Kodaly method.

cont'd page 3, col. 2
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IMS Elementary Course
Workshop Announced
Aug. 4-22, 1980

The materials workshop of the
IMS elementary teacher training
course has been set for Aug. 4
Aug. 22, 1980 in Renton, WA.

After completion of independ-
ent study in Montessori prin-
ciples and cosmic education for
children 6-12, students attend a
three-week materials workshop in
Renton, WA. This workshop pro-
vides classroom instruction in in-
tensive, full-day sessions pre-
senting the complete range of
Montessori elementary curriculum
areas including math, language,
cultural subjects and music.

IMS/Washington State, the
course sponsor, will conduct the
workshop at the Montessori Man-
or School in Renton, WA,a nearby
suburb of Seattle. The Manor
school is located in a scenic
wooded setting near river and
mountains.

The faculty includes: Joh Laven
_IMS/San_Antonio), cul-
tural subjects; Mary Ruth (di-
rector, IMS/Washington State),
language; Dr. R.A.L. Wentworth
(London, England), math; Blanche
Altshuler (Baltimore, MD), music.
Also participating on the faculty
are Lee Havis (director, IMS/
Washington, D.C.) and Margaret
Green (director, IMS/Alaska).

Since enrollment in the course
is limited, it is recommended that
interested individuals contact IMS
now. Complete the Reader Re-
sponse form for further detalis
and an application.

Look for the

April Observer
featuring

Montessori Organizations




EDITORIAL

The Benefits of Cosmic Education

Cosmic education is not a cur-
riculum guide limited only to the
Montessori elementary classroom.
In fact, cosmic education is neces-
sary for the realization of the com-
plete effectiveness of Montessori
principles at all levels of educa-
tion. The cosmic approach, re-
lating all events and circum-
stances to the total functioning of
the universe, enables the child to

to which interest and freedom can
be tolerated in the classroom. The
overriding concern for ‘‘basic
skills” curtails a child’s chosen
projects in favor of a required
reading or math assignment. The
imposition of certain curriculum
requirements restrict individual
liberty and deter the child’s exper-
ience of satisfaction and joy re-

The primary benefits of the cos-
mic approach is not refinement
of basic academic skills, but
rather the development of a sense
of confidence about confronting
new problems and achieving joy
and satisfaction through living in
the immediate circumstances. The
ability to realize the perfection of
the moment, regardless of circum-
stances, is discovered by the
child through cosmic education.
This conscious adaption to time,
place and group is the purpose of
the Montessori elementary class-
room. At the primary level, this
adaption is achieved unconscious-
ly (normalization).

The Child’s Interest

sulting from exploration and dis- Allowing-the-child’s-interest o

consciously adapt to its environ-
ment; i.e., to realize its normalized
nature.

The Montessori primary teacher,
without a recognition of cosmic
principles, is limited in her ability
to communicate effectively with
the older children of the classroom
and she cannot adequately engage
children who are bored and unin-
terested in the conventional Mon-
tessori apparatus. Montessori
teachers, through knowledge and
application of cosmic education,
have a considerably enlarged abil-
ity to arouse interest in children
and support the child’s adaption to
its time, place and group.

Our Traditional Past

Attitudes and beliefs from
childhood experiences in tradi-
tional schools in which subject

———areas were separated from each————

other, limit the adult’s ability to
express a new approach to child-
ren based on the interrelation of
knowledge. Teachers often uncon-
sciously avoid certain subject
areas out of fear and communi-
cate this fear to children in the
classroom. Teachers must be cour-
ageous in extending themselves
beyond their limiting attitudes and
beliefs of childhood if the cosmic
approach is to be effective in the
classroom.

“Modern” Education

Although modern public educa-
tion seeks to individualize instruc-
tion and provide opportunities to
learn out of interest, curriculum
needs tend to determine the limits

covery out of personal interest.
Required subject matter cannot be
made interesting if the child is
not interested.

Montessori Commitment

The Montessori commitment to
the child’s interest is not com-
promised by a predetermined
“curriculum”, Cosmic education
and application of Montessori prin-
ciples enable children to pursue
complete satisfaction of their
natural interest. Basic skills are
included in the classroom as sup-
portive “tools” of learning to en-
hance the child’s research and
further study into areas of inter-
est. The teacher is assured that
all aspects of the curriculum are
included as she guides the learn-
ing process through the cosmic
approach.

complete and resolve itself is the
learning process of the Montes-
sori classroom. This process leads
to a realization of the child’s adap-
tion to its time, place and group.
The teacher’'s knowledge and ap-
plication of the cosmic approach
assures that the child’s interests
follow a productive and worth-
while path of development. In addi-
tion, the teacher must support and
encourage the completion of pro-
jects begun by children to assure
successful results.
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The Cosmic Approach

Cosmic education, the total in-
terrelated functioning of the uni-
verse, transforms communication
and knowledge into a process of
ordering the mind and acquiring
new knowledge based on the
child’s interest. As the child
studies how life is supported by
its environment and how all ele-
ments of the universe are con-
nected and aligned in purpose,
any interest can eventually lead to
enhanced ability in basic skills
and other diverse curriculum
areas. Children naturally desire to
improve their basic skills of langu-
age and math as they realize their
connection and contribution to the
cosmic whole.

The Montessori Observer is mailed eight times each year
to Montessori schools in North America and IMS members
throughout the world. The Observer is sent during the
following months: Jan., Feb., March, April, May, Sept.,
Oct., and Nov. The purpose of this publication is to provide
news and information about the development of Montessori
education to extend of M i principles and
promote harmony within the Montessori community.

INTERNATIONAL MONTESSORI SOCIETY

The International Montessori Society is sponsored by
Educational Services, Inc., a non-profit corporation or-
ganized in Maryland, U.S.A. The purpose of IMS iz (o
support the effective application of Montessori principles
throughout the world. :

SUBSCRIPTION

The Montessori Observer is provided at no cost to Mon-
tessori schools in North America. Subscription to this publi-
cation may be obtained by requesting IMS membership
which is open to all individuals for a $10 vearly fee. Com-
plete the membership application form to obtain an in-
dividual subscription and other benefits of IMS member-
ship.
ADVERTISING

Advertising space is available for services and products re-
lating to Montessori education. Marketplace ads are 57/line.
Position and Placement ads are $10 each and will be set and
edited by us to conform to space requirements. Write for our
advertising outline for rates and other information about de-
sign advertising.

© 1980, International Montessori Society
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The use of didactic apparatus in
the Montessori classroom has of-
ten been the source of consider-
able concern, controversy and con-
fusion within the Montessori com-
munity. Although the extraordinary
benefits derived by young children
through manipulation of these
specially designed materials has
been repeatedly demonstrated,
the correct use of materials re-
mains a lively debate among teach-
ers, e.g., Must materials be pre-
sented only according to the steps

—————demonstrated—in the Montessori
teacher training program manual?
Must children be permitted to use
only those apparatus first pre-
sented by the teacher? To what
extent, if any, is imagination and
fantasy permitted with materials?
What is the source of the correct
use of materials?—the child? the
teacher? the materials them-
selves?

To Examine the Issue

We do not begin an examina-
tion of the correct use of mater-
jals at the beginning since teach-
ers are engaged in the issue of
materials somewhere in the
middle. Confusion, uncertainty,
insight, inspiration and amaze-
ment are common daily experi-
ences of teachers with respect to
the use of materials by children in
the classroom. A great mass of

——gttitudes,; judgments and opinions
about the use of Montessori ma-
terials deters each teacher’s abil-
ity to clearly observe the child/
environment engagement in the
classroom. Therefore, the source
of the correct use of materials re-
mains obscured.

Source: The Child

Clear observation of the child/
environment engagement would
ultimately reveal that the child it-
self is the source of the correct
use of materials. The child’s in-
terest is the first observable point
of contact to which the teacher
must direct her attention. Although
the source of interest within the
child is essentially a mystery, the
emergence of this interest which

The Correct Use of Materials

eventually leads to normalization
requires the right conditions as de-
fined by the Montessori environ-
ment.

The Role of the Teacher

The teacher’s function is funda-
mentally to create the right condi-
tions to enable the child to discov-
er and manifest its interest. The
right conditions are realized as a
result of the teacher's commit-
ment to Montessori principles in
the classroom. Therefore, the
teacher serves an essential pur-
pose in enabling children to dis-
cover interest and achieve normal-
ization.

The Correct Use of Materials

The correct use of materials is
determined by the child’s interest
which naturally emerges from the
right conditions of a Montessori
environment. The teacher's com-
mitment to preparation of the en-
vironment with regard to care, re-
spect and order is one of the es-
sential principles which assure
the establishment of the condi-
tions needed for children to dis-
cover interest leading to normali-
zation. Ultimately, the perfection-
ment and refinement of the appli-
cation of Montessori principles
will enable teachers to resolve
confusion and uncertainty as-
sociated with the-issue of the cor-
rect use of materials.

Kodaly Music

cont'd from page 1, col. 2

International awareness of the
Kodaly method began in Vienna
in 1958. In the 1960's, Kodaly
music principles were employed in
schools in North America and to-
day the Kodaly approach repre-
sents a significant trend in the
field of music education at the
elementary level in many schools.

For further information about
Kodaly music, contact: Kodaly
Center of America, 1326 Washing-
ton St., West Newton, MA 02125.
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/—‘IMS Training Centers—\

Alaska, Anchorage

Montessori Creative Training Center
Margaret Green, Director

2601 Fairbanks St.

Anchorage, AL 99503

(905) 272-5033

Texas, San Antonio

Kriterion Montessori Teacher Center
Joh Laven, Director

611 West Ashby Place

San Antonio, TX 78212
(512)735-9778

Washington, Renton
IMS/Washington State
Mary Ruth, Director
P.O. Box 2019
Renton, WA 98055
(206) 266-9666

Washington, D.C.
IMS/Washington, D.C.
Lee Havis, Director
P.O. Box 4338
Washington, D.C. 20012

(301) 589-1127

e 5
Freedom...

Children who are free will be-
have in a disciplined orderly way;
i.e., children allowed to be as they
are will manifest their true inten-
tion to contribute to others and
develop themselves responsibly,

Allowing freedom to children is
not abandoning or neglecting
them. They require support from
the environment; i.e., the teacher,
the other children, the physical
environment. The right precise
conditions must be provided with

~~suffictent depth and clarity for a

sufficient time to enable normali-
zation to occur spontaneously and
continuously.

Apply for

IMS Montessori
School Membership

Benefits include:

*Montessori publications
*Group Medical Insurance
eListing in IMS School Directory

BONUS! If application sent by April 1,
1980, you receive a free copy of The
Essential Montessori by Elizabeth
Hainstock.

Complete the Reader Response
form today.
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Complete and mail to: IMS, P.O. Box 4338, Washington, D.C. 20012 March 1980/Vol. |, No. 2
I I I ( )
Name Position Tele.
m Street City State { ; Zip Code
Name of School Tele.
Street City State Zip Code
O Please send information about: Individual Membership Application:
Montessori Teacher Training
____IMS Montessori School Membership 1. Complete the above information with accurate mailing
___ Establishing an IMS Training Center address of applicant.
Associate School Membership
Group Medical and Dental Insurance 2. Detach the Reader Response Form and enclose in envelope
Parent Education Course with a check or money order to IMS for $10.
Advertising in Montessori Observer
Montessori Elementary Training Program 3. Mail to IMS.
= mﬁ ~Advertising; —— —— — —— — R — g
Advertising or announcement information for publication in Position/Placement (enclosed $10)
the Observer (April, 1980). (There is no fee for announce- Marketplace (IMS bills you; $7/line)
ment of workshop or meeting of general interest to the Display (size )
Montessori community.) $ Check enclosed
Ad copy or other comments:
¢ Montessori Books:
Quantity Title/Code Price Total Price
Postage/Handling
(10% of total price)
Residents of Md.
Add 5% sales tax
Less 20% IMS
member discount
Amount enclosed




